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This Week Digests of Current Comments on Summer Shows 


Bil & Cora Baird's Dead on Nine, new melodrama by Jack Popplewell, 


Marionette Theatre-- presented at East Hampton, NY, has a good plot and some 
Playhouse 9/1. Day- interesting characters notes Hank, Variety, but writing 
time performances at does not make most of them. Ending, he feared, was just 
10 30 AM,1PM, 3 45 too improbable...A Question of Marriage, new comedy 
PM to Sept 10. by Steven Hill tried at New Hope, Pa., was panned 
as a farce as confusing as a Shakespeare effort, but not 
. Rendezvous in as funny by Ward, Variety. Farley Granger in lead was 
Vienna-Barbizon Pl okayed, but direction by author-director Steven Hill did 
aza 9/4, Product- not help. 
ion in Austrian by 
Vienna theatre group. Gentlemen Prefer Blondes production at Putnam 
Sponsored by Austrian County Playhouse, Lake Mahopac,NY, was not viewed 
Embassey. as a fully professional one by Dash, Variety. Stock com- 
pany cast which has been presenting a musical revival 
Summer Tryouts weekly did not do so well with Blondes partly because 


Styne score is not up to Leo Robin's clever lyrics. 


Affair of Murder- 


anew mystery byMig- Stratford, Conn, Shakespeare Festival Theatre Season 
non G, Eberhart at was highly praised by Watts, Post, and Chapman, News. 
Mt. Kisco, NY 8/28. In second season group has demonstrated its ability to 
stage and act the Bard's comedies with freshness and zest 
Voice of Strangers- by offering vigorous and entertaining productions. They 
a new play by Roy Ba- make the comedies, comments Post critic, unabashed fun. 
iley with Ethel Waters Chapman, News, offers mild criticism in that he feels the 
at Spring Lake, NJ. actors do a little too much running into and out-of the base- 
8/28. ment, Fritz Weaver was picked by News reviewer as the 
most interesting actor of the season. Group is polling 
Rhom-a new play theatre-goers as to plays they would like to see next sea- 
by Larry Ward and son, Chapman voted for Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night 
Gordon Russell at and Midsummer's Night Dream. 


Westport, Conn 8/27 


Under Milk Wood , Dylan Thomas' poem, staged at 


. Big Business Edinburgh Festival as only new dramatic work of season, 
adds nothing new to work not gained from straight dramatic 
| $15 million gross reading, states Darlington, Times. 


for summer theatre 


1956 season estimat- 
ed byWall St, Journal. 
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The 1956-57 season is officially 
under way as the casts of 4 shows 
assemble for rehearsals. They are 
Sixth Finger on a Five Finger Glove 
with Jimmy Komach due Oct 8 at 
Longacre, The Reluctant Debutante 
with Edna Best and Wilfred Hyde 
White due Oct 10 at Henry Miller, 
Too Late the Phalarope with Barry 
Sullivan due Oct ll at Belasco, and 
Auntie Mame with Rosalind Russell, 
Polly Rowles, Barry Thomson due 
Oct 31 at Broadhurst. 


Plays 

Saint Joan runs for three and 
one quarter hours at Cambridge 
Drama Festival and will open Sept 
ll at Phoenix at 7 PM... Hatful of 
Rain to switch to Plymouth Sept 10 
...-Middle of Night re-opened... 
Old Vic opening in NY Oct 23 with 
Richard II has extended run through 


Jan 12... Orpheus Descending, Tenn- 


essee Williams’ new drama with 
Anna Magnami may play at Palace 
... The Feathered Fauna has been 
scratched. 


Players 


Ezio Pinza suffered a slight 
paralytic stroke at his Italian 
summer home and has canceled 
his Very Special Baby contract 
...-Rex Harrison returned to My 
Fair Lady after ll day rest in 
Bermuda, Tom Helmore subbed 
... Diana van der Vlis signed for 
lead in The Happiest Millionaire, 
her NY debut... Virginia Gibson 
signed for Happy Hunting... Chris- 
topher Plummer to star in Night 
of the Auk...Nancy Walker signed 
for lead in Copper and Brass mus- 
ical,,, T.C. Jones, New Faces, 
to double at Blue Angel...Mr. 
Wonderful soft-ball team won 
Broadway Show League champ- 


ionship. 


Playhouses 


Playhouse Theatre,137 W 48, has 
named Irving Slosberg president, replacing 
Harry Fromkes, who headed the syndicate 
that acquired the house in March. Slos- 
berg controls the Lehigh Petroleum 
Company, Norwich Conn, 


Summer Playhouses 


Two Buffalo, NY, summer theatres 
folded and a third is laying off a week. 
Darien Center Players closed without 
explanation and Theatre Arts Academy 
closed when refused a Fire Department 
Theatre permit. Princess Theatre, Nia- 
gara Falls, switches back to film pro- 
grams until more packages are avail- 
able... Phoenix Theatre, NYC, planning 
to present 2 productions of Stratford, 
Conn, Shakespeare Festival Theatre this 
winter. 


Other Broadways 


Murray Theatre, Princeton, NJ, 
opens as a new stock company with 
Terese Hayden, Karl Light and Richard 
Green producers, Richard II is first 
production opening this week. Aldyth 
Morris' new play The Secret Concubine 
with Janice Rule opens Sept 10. 


Vaudeville 


Artie Dann, Mr. Ballantine, Gene Jimea, 
Derby Wilson head Palace show. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy 
added to CBS Cole Porter Festival Oct 6 
...-Great Plays Series heard on WNYC 
Aug 25-Aug 31.7 full length plays will 
be presented in evening broadcasts. 
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BROADWAY 


Camille, the Alexander Dumas 
story adapted by Henriette Metcalf, will 
be revived at Cherry Lane Sept 18 by 
Wayne Richardson, Collen Dewhurst, 
currently in Shakespeare Theatre Work- 
shop Taming of Shrew, will portray 
title role. Play was presented on 
Broadway in 1935 with Eva LeGal- 
lienne. 


The Man of Destiny closes at 
Downtown Sept 16, Arms and Man 
opening Sept 25... Bryce Gorman 
planning Off Broadway ticket bur- 
eau at Carl Fischer Hall. 


Shoestring '57 will be present- 
ed in November at Carnegie Hall 
Playhouse by Ben Bagley. Ann An- 
derson. Dody Goodman, John Bartis, 
Dorothy Greener and Arte Johnson 
will be featured in revue. 


Nobody's Child, a new melo- 
drama by Richard Davidson which 
opened at Open Stage-15 Second 
Av, was panned by Gelb, Times, 
as stupefyingly dull. Only Tom Gil- 
son, who manages several funny 
moments, was judged worthwhile. 


World's My Oyster, the new 
Negro musical at Actors Play- 
house, was panned by Jess, Var- 
iety, and Gelb, Times. Former 
marked it as amateur league item, 
latter billed it as an embarassingly 
close, unwitting parody of South Pac- 
fic. 

Hotel Excelsior, new comedy 
at Provincetown, was vetoed as a 
dull sex comedy by RIA, Womens 
Wear. Cast was rather stiff and as 
labored as the humor in the play. 


THEATRE 

BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Form and Idea in Modern Theatre" 
by John Gassner( Dryden Press) drew a 
mild pro notice from Green, Times, who ad- 
mired book for its wealth of information 
and theatre history. Playwright-critic 
wished author had not divided theatre into 
so many different sections in discussing 
it, and also wished he had devoted some 
of book to Asia theatre...'"The Dramatic 
Imagination" by Robert Edmond Jones(Thea- 
tre Arts Books) was recommended as a 
worthwhile revision of the theatre classic 
by the Times critic. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


"Ethel Merman--a Musical Auto- 
biography" 2 disc album( Decca) is one 
of the highlights of the fall season, raves 
Variety mugg. 34 songs by Merman with 
assists from others, plus chatter by singer 
giving name and date of song . 


FOR STAGE STRUCK ONLY 


* Keep fully informed of NYC 
theatre scene the easy way. 


} * Weekly newsletter digests all 
theatre news, comments, reviews, 
published in NYC press. Plus 


©) cD complete business, ticket data. 


* $25 year, $6.50 quarter 
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DEPARTMENT 


US & BRITISH ACTORS...Helen Hayes' comments on English theatre and English actors 
has launched a trans-Atlantic debate. On her return from London she said that the 
American theatre has pulled so far away from the British that you can't see it for 
dust, that the British have no playwrights to compare to the US, and that British 
acting standards have let down. .. Producer Henry Sherek in a BBC interview ans- 
wered that except for Lunt and Fontanne and Henry Fonda the rest of US actors are 
a lot of rabbits. He labeled most US actors as frightful... English playwrights write 
little-bitty character plays for little-bitty actors, comments Chapman, News. 


COLUMN TIPS...My Fair Lady cast played in second act of Mr. Wonderful night their 
show was halted, reports Farrell... Wild ticket demand reported for Phoenix 
St. Joan, hears Kilgallen...Line for standing room tickets for My Fair Lady starts 
at 2 30 AM, and some of the places in line are sold later for $10. Standing room tick- 
ets cost $3.45 Sylvester discovered. 


THEATRE ILLS.,..Four basic reasons why a singing performer develops theatrical lar- 
yngitis listed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, are good notices, bad notices, likelihood of 
a long run, likelhood of a short run, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...For a proposed ''Ten Worst Musical plays" list Lester Gottlieb 
writes to Times nominating Ankles Aweigh...An enemy of the theatre-goer is the 
actor and/or stage-manager who insists that the air-conditioning system be turned 
off 10 minutes after the start of each scene, complains a 'C, D" subscriber. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Coleman, Mirror, wishes the Phoenix producers could persuade 
Judith Anderson to star in Phedre... Actors should constantly be policed by directors 
because their improvements often hurt the play, warns Chapman, News...T.C, Jones, 
New Faces, has not converted Watts, Post, to the alleged art of the female imperson- 
ator. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Youngsters pursuing an acting career are crazy, summer prod- 
ucer William Miles said in an Albany radio interview, reports Variety. Acting aspir- 
ants were advised that university drama courses provide the best training today... 
Put a fire under your aspirations, put a foundation of years of summer stock, college 
theatre and Off-Broadway under your dreams, and then dream away until the break 
comes Ellen Holly, new-comer in Too Late the Phalarope told Levinson, World Tele- 
gram-Sun. 


ENJOYING THEATRE... The gifts the theatre can offer are practically endless, explains 
Barbara Herbert in a guest-column in Herald Tribune. What other medium can lift one 
from his seat and give him the opportunity to become someone elsefor a few hours? 
The theatre can become a hobby, developing the reading of great plays. The drama sec- 
tion of the library becomes fascinating. Newspaper critics' columns become a stimulat- 
ing source of controversy when you disagree. 


Rome, 
/TH\ 


"PROS & CONS BY TMK" 


Summer theatre business took a 
giant step forward this season, and 
unless Broadway gets to work it will 
soon surpass it in so far as the fin- 
ancial side is concerned. $15 million 
gross for the 1956 summer theatres 
is estimated by Wall St. Journal. This 
compares with the $30 million gross 
of the entire 1955-56 NYC legit sea- 
son, 


Originally summer theatres 
were thought to be important for pro- 
viding playwrights with low-budget 
showcases of their masterpieces, and 
for providing large numbers of act- 
ors with at least ten week's employ- 
ment out of fifty-two. 


Recently the number of original 
plays tried out at strawhat barns has 
dwindled. The number that made it 
from barn to Broadway in recent 
seasons can be counted on one hand 
with several fingers left over. 


The amount of experience given 
an actor in a summer package who 
plays the same role for ten weeks 
in ten different theatres is debatable. 


But the fact that more than $15 
million sales will be made at sum- 
mer theatres this season is import- 
ant to all elements of the theatre. 
The bulk of the sales will be at the 
21 large musical tent theatres. The 
majority will be seeing the revivals 
of Broadway musicals for the first 
time. 


Thus it has been shown this 
summer that there is a huge tick- 
et buying audience available out - 
side of NY to producers ingenious 
enough to tap it in fall and winter. 


* * * 


Reason-why copy is effective in sell- 
ing almost anything and everything. But 
it is almost never used in selling either 
theatre or a particular play. The letter 
from a Herald Tribune reader( see bottom 
page 5 ) is one of the few editorial examples 
of "reason-why" copy in use. Critics tell 
why a play is bad, but seldom tell why the 
average theatre fan would enjoy a given 
play. Quote ads are an example of the 
use of snob-appeal that often fail because 
no one show has a monopoly on any adjective 


* * * 


The trans-Atlantic verbal battle on 
the respective merits and demerits of US 
and British plays, playwrights and players 
is childish. Theatre people visiting or even 
working abroad often fall into the tourist's 
pitfall of talking like an expert on any ele- 
ment of any country they have been in for 
more than ten minutes. 


* * = 


The constructive power of the drama 
critic is clearly shown in the swift action 
received from Herman Levin who donated 
$750 to Shakespeare Theatre Workshop East 
River Amphitheatre productions after a note 
in Gelb, Times, review of Taming of Shrew. 
This worthwhile project was thus able to 
continue offering its fine outdoor product- 
ion free for several more weeks. Who says 
drama critics aren't worthwhile? 


* 


‘London Theatre 


Plays 


Old Vic season opens Sept 5 
with Michael Benthall's product- 
ion of Timon of Athens to be 
followed Sept ll by Cymbeline. 
Company this season includes 
Ralph Richardson, Barbara Jef- 
ford, Dudley Jones, and Paul 
Curran, 


Moscow Art Theatre will 
present a 4 week season of 
Russian Plays at Palace Theatre 
in May... The Gates of Summer 
by John Whiting will feature 
Dorothy Tutin , Isabel Jeans, 
James Donald, Peter Hall will 
direct...Saturday Night at The 
Crown by Walter Greenwood 
will be presented by Lever & 
Black, Thora Hird featured. 
Comedy now in Blackpool and 
will be presented in London lat- 
er in season... Leonard Sillman 
in London casting Serena for NY 


Players 


Vivien Leigh out of cast 
of South Sea Bubble after loss 
of child expected in December, 
Elizabeth Sellars subs until she 
returns... Perlita Nelson to be 
lead in Diary of Anne Frank... 
Shelia Ballantine replaced Agnes 
Lauchlan, Cards of Identity. .. 
Carol Raye will be featured in 
new musical Harmony Close 
due in October. 


Club Theatres 


On The Cards, a series of diverse 
entertainments will be presented by Plant- 
agenet Productions this fall at Interval 
Club. One act plays, revues, sketches, mus- 
ical concerts will be included. Basic stock 
company will be joined by guest artists. 


Comments 


Bertolt Brecht was probably the 
nearest equivalent to Shakespeare ever to 
appear anywhere--if one believed in the 
transmigration of souls, one could be tempted 
to think he was Shakespeare reborn, states 
Haffner, Observer. On a lower plane and in 
the higher spheres the parallels are striking. 


Digests of London Reviews 


The Young and The Beautiful, English 
production of Sally Benson 1955 NY play, 
at Arts drew mild approval of Clem, Variety, 
and was bitterly panned by Tynan, Observer. 
Latter smeared it as small beer served tepid. 


No Time for Sergeants at Her Majestys 
with Barry Nelson in the lead was okayed by 
several London critics. Times, Daily Tele- 
graph and News Chronicle all praised Nel- 
son and author Ira Levin. 


The Long Echo, Lesley Storm's new 
play at St. James -the story of British dip- 
lomat McClean who fleed to Soviet- with 
Denholm Elliott, Joyce Redman was panned 
by Hurren, Whats On, as shallow, dull and not 
especially plausible. While REL, Stage, found 
it worthwhile for some fine acting and for 
the interesting woman's viewpoint on spying. 
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AQUASHOW 
Flushing CI 5-6641 
ICEMAN COMETH 5 Sher Sq 
Circle $3.60 OR 5-9437 
HOTEL EXCELSIOR 131 MacDoug 
Provincetown $3.60 
NOBODY CHILD 15-2nd Av 
Open Stage TR 4-4735 
MAN DESTINY 85 E4 


Downtown $3.60 GR 3-4412 


NO EXIT 
T. Est $3.30 


E 60 
TE 2-9220 


PIC DOR GRAY i45 Bleecker 
Bleecker St. WA 9-8730 


SHOW BOAT 
Jones Beach 


TAMING SHREW 
East River Theatre 


3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris. 
De Lys $3.60 WA 4-8782 


UNCLE VANYA 83 E4 


4th St OR 4-5710 
WORLD OYST 100-7th Av S 
Actors $3.60 OR 5-1036 


BROADWAY " 


6 Pros for I2th Edition of Water show 


6 Pros-Times, Trib, Mirr, J. Am, Wt & S, Post 


1 Con- Womens Wear 


1 Con- Times 

2 Pro- Times, Post 

2 Con- Variety Women Wear 

4 Pro- Times, Trib, Post, Women Wear 

1 Pro- Times 

7 Pros for Lombardo revival of Kern classic 
2 Pro- Times, Women Wear 

Thur & Fri to Aug 3l- FREE 


3 Pros- Times, Trib, Post 


7 NYC pros. Alfred Ryder replaced F. Tone 


5 Cns- Trib, Post, Times, Women Wear, Var. 


"C.D. VIEWS OF CURRENT SHOWS " 


THEATRE 


Rendezvous in Vienna-Barb Plaza 9/4 
Saint Joan- Pheonix- 9/11 

Pictures Exhibition-Playhouse 9/16 
Lower Depths-Contemporary 9/16 
Camille- Cherry Lane 9/18 

Judy Garland Show-Palace 9/20 

Arms & Man- Downtown 9/25 

Take Giant Step-Jan Hus 9/25 
Absalom- Fischer Hall 9/27 

Loud Red Patrick-Ambassador 10/3 


Harbor Lights-Playhouse 10/4 

6 Fingers 5 Fing-Longacre 10/8 
Mr. Candido- G. Mews 10/8 

Sea Gull- 4th Zt- 10/9 

Reluctant Debutante -Miller 10/10 
Daisy Miller- Equity Lib-10/10 
Too Late Phalorope-Belasco 10/i 
Happy Ant Hill- Fischer Hall 10/7 


Double in Hearts-Golden 10/16 
Hamlet-Shakespearewrights 10/17 
Apple Cart- Plymouth 10/18 

Lil Abner- St. James 10/22 

Richard I-Old Vic-W. Garden 10/23 
Separate Tables- Music Box 10/25 
Happiest Millionaire-Barrymore 10/20 
Major Barbara- Beck 10/30 

Auntie Mame-Broadhurst 10/31 


"SUMMER 


PACKAGE 


CALENDER 


Sleeping Prince-Coronet 
Long Days Journey-Hayes 11/7 
City Center- 11/7 

Best House in Naples-11/8 


Shoestring '57- Carneigie Playhouse 1177 


Pr otective Custody- 

Child of Fortune- Royale 11/12 
Very Special Baby- Belasco 11/14 
Girls of Summer- Longacre 11/19 
Candide- Beck 11/22 

Build with One Hand-11/28 

Bells Are Ringing- Shubert 11/29 


Happy Hunting-Majestic tin 12/6 
Hole in Head- Morosco-12/12 


Visit to Small Planet-Booth- 1/9 
Waltz of Toreadors-1/17 
Quare Fellow- 1/? 


Best of Steinbeck-Playhouse 2/1 
Night of Auk- Booth 2/7? 

13 D&ughters- W. Garden 2/18 
First Gentlemen-4/? 


RATINGS " 


Pros: Damn Yankee, Diary .Anne Frank, Inherit Wind, BEASOP'S FABLES( Lillie) 1 Pro- Post( Andover) 
No Exit, Iceman Cometh, Uncle Vanya 1 Con- Variety ( Andover 
Cons" Middle Night, Fanny CHALK GARDEN ( Gishs) 2 Pro-Variety & Wor -Tel -Sun(Westport) 


World is My Oyster 
Sticks & Stones( Gingold) 1 Pro- Post- East Hampton 


2 Con- WT & S & Variety ( East Hampton 


WELCOME DARLINGS (Bankhead) 3 Pro for Bankhead but against material 


8/30- NBC- Wayward Saint- Liam Redmond on Lux Theatre 
Post, WT &S, Var iety (Westport) 


9/ll- ANC- Antigone with Claude Rains, Marisa Pavan on Kaiser Hour 

10/6- CBS- Cole Porter Festival with Shirley Jones, Gordon McCrae Ford Festival 
10/28- Born Yesterday- NBC- with Mary Martin on Evans Show 

11/25- NBC- Man and Superman with Maurice Evans on Evans Show. 


WHATS THE RUSH ( Lewis) 1 Pro- Variety - Hinsdale, Ill) 
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